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  An emerging orthodoxy:

Neo-liberalism  

� International neoliberal policy reform

� USA, UK, Australia, Singapore, Malaysia, etc.

� Marketized and managerialized administration 

� Knowledge & Education as a commodity

� “There is nothing in (the delivery of) education

which makes it different from other commodities,

so we can speak of `education as a commodity'.”

(Tooley, 2008, p. 279)



Neo-liberalism vs. classical liberalism

 

� Mark Olssen (1996):

� classical liberalism

� a negative conception of state power

� the individual is characterized as having an autonomous human

nature and can practice freedom

� Neoliberalism

� a positive conception of the state’s role in creating the appropriate

market by providing the conditions

� an individual who is an enterprising and competitive

entrepreneur.”



  Neoliberlism �
Marketization of knowledge & education

  

� Educational development = Market-oriented education

� Consumer-provider relationship

� The dominance of economy language 

� Specific forms of language: efficiency, effectiveness, 

accountability, transparency, performance, audit (audit culture 

Apple 2005), stakeholder, etc.

� Audit: An examination of records or financial accounts to check 

their accuracy.

� ‘Accountability’ moved from ‘a notion with real democratic 

potential to a set of procedures that have stifled educational 

practice and that have reduced normative questions to questions 

of mere procedure’ (Biesta, 2010, p. 50)



Neo-liberalism �

External accountability

�

�

� “Accountability” or Responsibility

� High-stakes external accountability policies

� Raising student achievement

� Statistical self-deception

�  
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